ALEXANDRIAN   AND   ROMAN   MEDICINE
of Amida (p. 79), who lived in the sixth century. At all events
Aretaeus3 valuable contributions to medicine passed unnoticed,
and by the earlier historians he was regarded as a frank copyist
who borrowed from the writings of one Archigenes (c. A.D. ioo)3
whose original works are lost. Aretaeus was a close follower of
Hippocrates and an accurate observer, although his work attracted
little attention until comparatively recent times.1 A beautiful
edition by Wigan was published by the Clarendon Press in 1723,
based upon two manuscripts, in the Vatican Library and the
Bodleian Library, and a more recent translation, along with the
Greek text, was prepared for the Sydenham Society in 1858 by
the scholarly Francis Adams.2 Aretaeus was a talented physician
who wrote in a clear and attractive style, and his word pic-
tures of disease resemble those of Hippocrates.3 He divides his
material into (i) acute diseases, and (2) chronic diseases. The
former includes descriptions of pneumonia, pleurisy, tetanus, and
diphtheria, while among the latter are accounts of insanity,
paralysis, and phthisis. Of phthisis he writes that " most prone
to phthisis are the slender, those whose scapulae are like wings or
folding doors, those who have prominent throats, who are pale,
and have narrow chests.55 He was the first to distinguish between
spinal and cerebral paralysis. " If the affection be in the spinal
marrow, the parts homonymous with it are paralysed. But if
the head be primarily affected on the right side, the left side
of the body will be paralysed [and vice versa]. The cause of this
is the interchange in the origins of the nerves . . . each passes
over to the other side, decussating each other in the form of the
letter X." It was Aretaeus who gave its name to the disease
diabetes ; Sea/fr^n?? (" a passer through"), as he called it.4
This disease, " fortunately rather rare," consisted in " a lique-
faction of the flesh and bones into urine.5* ce The kidneys and
bladder do not cease emitting urine . , , as though the aqueducts
were opened wide." " No matter what quantity of fluid the
patient drinks, satisfaction never occurs . . * he cannot be stopped
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